Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 MAPUTO 00815 23I6I3Z 
ACTION DHA-02 

INTO OCT-OI AE-IO EUR-I2 ISO-00 10-13 ACDA-07 TRSE-00 
CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 
NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 /090W 

060246 231627Z/44 

R221120Z JUN 77 
PM AMEMBASSY MAPUTO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6001 
INPO AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
AMEMBASSY LILONGWE 
AMEMBASSY LISBON 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MABABANE 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 

CONPIDENTIAL MAPUTO 0815 

CAPE TOWN POR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SHUM, PINS, MZ 

SUBJECT: ESTIMATE OF NUMBER O DETAINEES IN MOZAMBIQUE 

1. A LOCAL BUSINESSMAN WHO IS A REGULAR EMBASSY CONTACT 
ADVISED THAT IN A CONVERSATION HE HAD RECENTLY WITH THE 
GOVERNMENT "PROCURADOR " (ATTORNEY-GENERAL) FNU TOCHA CELHO, 
COELHO REVEALED THE POLLOWING STATISTICS ON DETAINEES IN 
MOZAMBIQUE. THE PRISION POPULATION IN MOZAMBIQUE WAS APPROXI- 
MATELY 10,000. OF WHICH 2,000 WERE IN PRISONS IN THE MAPUTO 
AREA. OP THIS MAPUTO PIGURE ONLY 80-90 WERE "WHITES." THE 
NUMBER IN RE-EDUCATION CAMPS AND OTHERWISE DETAINED WAS ROUGHLY 
70,000 NATIONWIDE, OP WHICH AT LEAST 10,000 WERE JEHOVAH'S 
WITNESSESS. COELHO STATED THERE WAS A SEVERE PROBLEM IN 
SUPPLYING FOOD AND MEDICINES TO THE PRISONS AND RE-EDUCATION 
CAMPS. 

CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 MAPUTO 00815 231613Z 


2. COMMENT: WHILE THE NUMBER OP DETAINEES SOUNDS HIGH TO US, 
THE SOURCE SHOULD BE IN A POSITION TO KNOW. THE EMBASSY WILL 
SEEK TO CONPIRM THESE FIGURES. 
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